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WISHING OUR CLIENTS,
ASSOCIATES AND TEAM
A HAPPY NEW YEAR AND
WELL OVER THE FAST.

Our partner-led firm specialises in providing high quality

audit, accounting, tax, and business advisory solutions.

Pkfoctagon.com
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Unbelievable tax breaks for
South Africans making Aliyah

Octagon Financial Services in association with Israeli-based
'Brau~de Wealth can assist all South Africans who qualify to
immigrate to Israel with the seamless transfer of wealth assets
from South Africa, as well as the secure management of assets
here, in Israel and offshore.

There are a number of benefits to making Allyah now:

« Aliya assistance benefits*

» Automatic health coverage for new olim*

« Reduced purchase tax on buying your home in Israel

- 10-year Israeli tax exemption on non-Israeli assets for new and
returning residents

We handle every aspect of the wealth asset
management process before and after
immigration to ensure a stress-free Aliyah.

Contact Octagon Financial Services today to begin your

journey home.
* Speak to your Aliya Shaliach for details

www.octagonfinancial.co.za
information@octagonfinancial.co.za

Philip Braude - Investment Marketer
licensed by the Israel Securities Authority.
For detalls of Institutional Bodles

marketed visit www.philipbraude.com

Garden Route, Cape Town, Israel

6750 | information@octagonfinancial.co.za | www.octagonfinancial.co.za

Johannesburg,
T +27 (0N 440

vider.

al Services (Pty) Ltd is an authorised financlal services pro
| CMS License ORG 1449
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Dear Friends

I'would like to share some personal reflections
on the blessing of our eldest son getting married
a few weeks ago. It was a profoundly moving

experience, and it filled me with gratitude to Ha-

shem, and with so many other powerful, and

conflicting, emotions. | felt joy and inspiration, an

overwhelming sense of love and abundance.
But | also felt anxiety.

As parents, we all want to protect our children,
to watch over them every moment of every
day. These feelings are felt most acutely at the

moment of birth, yet with each passing year, we

take another step back to give our children the
space to flourish independently, to chart their
own pathin life.

And then, please G-d, they get married. It's at
this point that, as parents, we step back com-
pletely — and that requires faith: faith in the To-
rah values and upbringing that we have given
our children; faith in the fact that we've given
them all the tools, all the grounding, they need
to face the world and flourish. Of course, we
continue to support and love our children, but
once they get married, they follow the path of
their own destiny.

| have been thinking, in this context, of the faith
that G-d has in each of us, o give us the inde-

pendence to make our own way in life. In a re-
markable gesture, G-d grants every human be-
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ing the power of free choice to make decisions
and to decide for themselves how to live. The
principle of free choice is foundational to Juda-
ism. Hashem guides us, and even commands us,
through His Torah and mitzvot, but ultimately, we
are left to make our own decisions. We bear the
consequences of those decisions — as we reflect
and repent on Rosh HaShanah and throughout
the Ten Days of Repentance, culminating in
Yom Kippur. But through the gift of free choice,
He gives us the space, the right - the confi-
dence - to chart our own lives.

But, stepping back and giving our children the
space to build their own lives raises other fears
and requires deep faith in Hashem. As much as
we might wish to, we cannot protect our chil-
dren from life. Moments of great challenge and
difficulty, even pain, will arise. And our children
will need to face them, just as we face ourown
challenges, difficulties and pain.

We don't face them alone, though. It's at mo-
ments like These that we realise, on the deepest
level, that we are all in Hashem's hands. what |
have been thinking about recently is that, ulti-‘
mately, we are all children — as the Torah puts it
"You are children of Hashem, your G-d."

This is profoundly comforting, and even empow.'
ering. When we were children, most of Us expe’”
énced, in one way or another, the senseé of
comfort and security of having loving parents



who looked after us. What is so transformational
is to remember that, in a fundamental sense, we
remain the children of G-d throughout our lives.
Like a loving parent, He loves us, takes care of Us
and only wants what's good for us. In front of
Him, we are vulnerable, but we feel safe and
secure in our vulnerability becaquse we know He
is looking after us. It doesn't mean that things will
always turn out the way we wish them to - chil-
dren come fo know that they don't always get
their own way - but it does mean that whatever
happens is part of G-d's loving plan for us, and
we remain in His loving embrace. This awareness
empowers Us to embrace our vulnerabilities, and
to face life with all its opportunities and chal-
lenges with confidence.

We refer to G-d in the davening over Rosh
HaShanah and Yom Kippur as Avinu Malkeinu -
“Our Father our King". G-d is our King in that He
gives us commandments to fulfil, and we
acknowledge His power and authority. But be-
fore G-d is our King, He is our Father. As Rabbi
Simcha Zissel Ziv, one of our great sages of the
past two centuries, points out, Avinu comes be-
fore Malkeinu. Our primary relationship and inter-
action with G-d is as our loving parent.

;\nd so, at this awe-inspiring time of Rosh HaSha-
nah, even as we appear before our Maker in

judgment, we reflect deeply on our faith in G-d
as our loving parent. It is this faith that enables us
to enter the Day of Judgment with joy and con-
fidence. It is remarkable that Rosh HaShanah is
not only a time of trepidation and deep intro-
spection and repentance - but it is also a Yom
Tov, a day of celebration with good food and
family. This joy is a remarkable reflection of the
complete faith and trust we have in G-d as a
loving parent. We trust Hashem that whatever
lies ahead for us this year is an expression of His
love and is ultimately for our good — even when
we cannot see it.

As we watch our children grow up, get married
and chart their own path in life, we can step
back and know that even though we cannot
look after them every moment of every day, we
are all ultimately the children of Hashem — He is
looking after them, and all of us, and we are all
in His loving embrace.

May our Heavenly Father bless the Victory Park
Hebrew Congregation and all its members, and
all of us with a good and sweet year.

With blessings
Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein




An Unforgettable wedding
Picture the cartoon: Husband hands wife a bou-
quet of flowers. “Honey, just because | love you!
Not for any other reason at all.” Wife yells back,
"What d'ya mean no reason at all, today is our

anniversary!™

| recently attended a wedding, two weddings in
one, one might say, and the couple were al-
ready married! How does that work? Well, you
see, the couple were married and already an
established family when they decided to convert.
| had the privilege of being one of their many
teachers. The entire family has attended my Sun-
day morning Shiur, religiously, for over two years
... and they were back again the Sunday of their
honeymoon! Finally, after a long and difficult jour-
ney, the Beit Din converted the family and so, on
the day of the Mikva, they also had a Chupa.
They got “re-married”. It was not only a marriage
between husband and wife; but rather/ also a
union between Man and G-d. Conversion is a
marriage. It is about entering into a covenant

with Hashem.

Our sages explain that the revelation at Mt Sinai
was analoguous to a Chupa ceremony. Accord-
ing to the Talmud, Hashem raised the mountain
over the heads of the Jewish people. The Chupa
canopy which we have today resembles Har Si-
nai. That is why some people have candles at a
wedding, to remember the lightning from the rev-
elation at Mount Sinai. Har Sinai was the Chupa
and the Torah is the Ketuba.

Back to the “unforgettable wedding". The recep-
tion was a celebration, not only of Marriage, but
of becoming Jewish. In his speech, the eldest son,
described the joy and amazement which he had
felt upon entering the Mikva earlier that day ..,
the sense of rebirth. Yes the Mikva waters can be
compared to the waters in the womb. Going into
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the Mikva is like pressing the reset button. Emerg-
ing from those waters is like being born,

For me the wedding was intensely emotfiona and
it got me to introspect. We take life for granted.
We need to learn to celebrate being dlive. we
should not wait to have our health threatened or
compromised in order to appreciate what we
have - being alive and being a Jew!

Is it only the convert who can fully appreciate
being a Jew? Is it only a newlywed couple who
can celebrate marriage?

The words “Harai aht mekudeshet.lee - Behold
you are sanctified to me" share the same mean-
ing as the words which we recite in Blessings: “...
Asher Kidishanu Beh-Mitzvotav...Who sanctifies
us, (He marries us) with His Mitzvot ...". The Mitzvot
are the wedding ring from Hashem to us.

| have never seen a bride who resented her wed-
ding ring because it was “too heavy". | have only
seen tears of joy and elation at that moment of
union and sanctification. It is a feeling rekam and
revisited with every glance at that ring.

As we enter 5780 may we be re-infused with €x-
citement and tangible appreciation of what t
means to have another year, Anothet year @
health, life and of being a Jew.

May we all be inscribed and sealed LeChguﬂ To-
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May you be inscribed
in the Book of Life for
a Sweet Year filled
with Good Health,
Prosperity and

Peace
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