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Chief Rabbi VVarren Goldstein

Dear Friends,

No one can do good deeds on our behalf
Rosh Hashana is when we take
responsibility for our lives. It is a time for
honest reflection, and for taking real
ownership of our actions. We can't
outsource the fulfilment of mitzvot to
someone else, like a work assignment or a
delivery. No rabbi or rebbetzin, or “more
observant” person can keep kosher or
observe Shabbat or give tzedaka for us. The
responsibility is ours and ours alone.

Now we can understand the famous words
of Pirkei Avot (1:14), “If I am not for myself,
who will be for me?" According to Rashi
(France, 1040-1105), the Mishna means: ‘If |
do not fulfil the mitzvot myself, who will
fulfii them for me? If | do not take
responsibility for my actions, who will?

Indeed, the only things we can truly own
are the mitzvot that we do. Ultimately
everything we accumulate during our lives
_ all of our achievernents and titles and
wealth — we leave behind. Nothing goes
with us to the next world except the good
that we did while we were in this world. The
mizvot we do are completely ours and ours

alone. They go with us to the next world,
and if we don't carry them out, who will?

Rosh Hashana is also about inspiration.
Everyone wants to be inspired. Inspiration is
a precious gift, but where does it come
from? The natural inclination is to look to
external sources for inspiration — a great
sermon or a piece of beautiful music sung
by the chazan and choir. “If | am not for
myself, who will be for me?" — Rabbeinu
Yona (Spain, 1200-1263) says this means: 'If |
do not inspire myself to do the mitzvot,
who will inspire me? In other words, we
need to look within ourselves for inspiration
because inspired living can only be
sustainable if it's not dependent on external
forces which are out of our control.

Fortunately we are not alone in this journey.
Through the Torah, Hashem has given us
incredible resources to find inspiration. One
way is through learning Torah, which can
be an ongoing source of inspiration in our
daily lives. The same goes for when we pray
to Hashem. It's not about sitting back in our
comfortable (or not so comfortable) seats in
shul waiting for the chazzan or the choir or
the rabbi to move us. The only way to
create a real relationship with G-d is to dig



deep within ourselves; to build a strong
internal connection through our G-d-given
soul. This applies to all mitzvot.

Real inspiration comes from within. There
dre S0 many people who are waiting for
Inspiration from externals —waiting for their
spouse or their children or their parents, or
their school or their rabbi to inspire them.
The message of the Mishna is that we
Cdnnot wait. We cannot afford to take this
MOST precious of life's gifts, inspiration; and
PUtitin other people’s hands. We need to
empower ourselves, we need to find

Inspiration  within ~ ourselves because
nobody can do it for us.

11/12 NOVEMBER 2016

Let this be a year of trye Persong|
responsibility and inspiration for e alll Ang
may Hashem bless everyone at Victory
Shul, together with our entire specia| Sou;f?
African Jewish community, with 3 goodang

b
sweet year!



The Chairrman: JePPr‘eH Sher

AS | sit down and contemplate what to say
hen writing my report for the past year, |
'ai overwhelmed by both current and
Sworld affairs. The state of world affairs is
: "iibeyond belief. From Brexit, to numerous
giterrorist attacks in Europe and the United
States, our problems at home pale into
insignificance. The presidential election in
the USA has, in my mind, put two very
poor candidates in the running to be
president of a world super power and this
scares many people worldwide.

These worldwide events have for a change

taken the eyes of the world off Israel and
thank G D things seem be ok in the Holy
land.

The municipal elections have seen a

-""ﬁ' momentous change in the political
 [andscape. For the first time ever the ANC
has received less than 60% of the vote, A
clear trend has emerged, in that support
;;r the ANC is primarily in the rural areas

| am really glad when | look back at our
own affairs - we can be proud that our
"State of Shul affairs” is positive and we are
in a good space in all matters.

During the past year we were fortunate to
have many Bar Mitzvahs and Bat Mitzvahs
that were celebrated in our Shul. The
ongoing programmes run by Rabbi Uzvolk
and Kareen Sandler are proving to be a
success and we are getting many more
bookings for the future. As we speak three
parents have already booked Barmitzvahs
for 2019 (yes 2019). On a weekly basis we
wish members and their families who have
had a simcha all of the best. We hope we
have not forgotten anyone in this process.
If you have a simcha please call Adrienne
in the office and let her have the news so
that we can share it with the community.
This also apples to the yahrzeit dates that
we publish in the vort each week. | find
that members come to shul for a yahrzeit
but we are not aware of the date. Please
would all members check with Adrienne
that we have the most up-to-date
information.

| am really pleased to report that of the 14
committee members at present, there are



7 younger members who have joined the
committee this year. We welcome their
input and new ideas. To the older
members who have stood down we thank
you for all your effort in the past and hope

WEe Can count on your advice when we
need it.

To the dedicated ladies of the baking club,
what more can we say than Thank You.
The compliments that we get from the
families and their friends who have had a
simcha says it all.

We would like to encourage members of
the community who wish to sponsor a
brocha to make contact with the ladies or
me and we will gladly work out a cost for
you.

In past years we have had to talk about the
lack of @ minyan at daily services. | am glad
to say that this year’s attendances are
significantly better. We are having a
minyan almost every day and to all the
men who are helping “well done and
Mazeltov on becoming a Minyanair”. To
the Rabbi a big thank you for your efforts in
this matter.

To all those members and families who are
not well we wish you all a Refua Sheleima.
If anyone is aware of members who are not

well, please inform Rabbi Uzvolk so that
they can be added to the Refua Sheleima
list.

2017 is a significant year in the history of
the shul. It is our 50 Anniversary. On the
16th February 2017 we will have a dinner
to commemorate this historic milestone.
Please reserve the date. From Rosh
Hashanah this year and for the rest of the
Jewish year we will have as our theme the
50th Anniversary. 2017 is also the 50th
anniversary of the reunification of
Jerusalem during the 6 day war. We are in
contact with the Israeli embassy to see if
We Can associate our activities with those
of the city of Jerusalem.

At this time of the year when we enter into
the month of Elul and begin our own
introspection it is beholden on us to give
some thought to those who are less
fortunate than we are. If anyone is aware of
those in our community who need
assistance please let either the Rabbi or the
chairman know so that the community
can assist where possible?

My thanks to all who were involved in
producing this wonderful magazine as well
as to those who supported us by taking an
advert, inserting a greeting or sponsoring a
page. A special thank you to Marion Zeller



for all her hard work in putting this
Magazine together.

To the Rabbi and Rebbetzin thank you for
all that you have done in the past year. To
Michael Sandler we would like to express
our thanks for his efforts as our Chazzan
during the year. We are pleased to
welcome Adam Davis as our Chazzan for
Yom Tov. Adam was the Chazzan in our
Shul many years ago. To Adrienne in the
office many thanks for all your help. To our
three staff Isaac, Thabiso and Bismark thank
you for all your assistance during the year.

We wish those members that are travelling
far and wide to spend Yom Tov with family

an enjoyable time, we look forward to your
safe return.

Special thanks to my wife Zandra and my
family for their continued support.

Zandra and | wish you all a Shana Tova U
M'tuka - may we all be inscribed for a good
and peaceful year.

VWVard Courcitlor: Tim Truluck

The 2016 elections have finally come and

gone. The delay until August made it a
really long and tiring campaign. But what a
result they brought. A new mayor, new
energy, and a chance to really turn the city
around and get it working again.

Whatever the outcome, | was returned as
the Ward Councillor for Victory Park and
the rest of Ward 117. There will be some
exciting new developments in the area
soon. A Braamfontein Spruit Activity Trail,
upgrades along the river banks, new leases
for the scouts/guides and Environment
Centre and a new development proposal

for the old Parkhurst Soccer and Bowling
club.

| would like to wish you good health,
happiness, peace and prosperity. Today
and all through the year! L'shanah Tovah!



As | write this message, the results of the
2016 elections are still being counted.
What is clear, so far, is that a high
percentage of the voters are not satisfied
with the current government. What are
the voters not happy with? Is it that they
would prefer a different economic policy?
Are the voters looking for a different
Minister of Education? What is it/

Before answering, | acknowledge that |
am grateful to the current government
for ensuring my rights 1o express My OWn
opinions freely and safely. | am also
appreciative of the fact that the actual
voting, which took place on the 3rd of
August, was well run. We felt safe and
absolutely unintimidated in casting our

votes.

So, what is it that so many of the
population would like to see different? |
hear people speaking about inefficiency
and poor service delivery. Is that it?

To me, there are two words which lie at
the core: Accountability and Corruption.
These two words might even be
connected.

Accountability means taking

responsibility. People make mistakes and |

think that society, in general, aré willing
to forgive wrong doings. The public,
however, wants people to OWn up to
their mistakes. NOt to pass the buck.

What do | mean by corruption? Firstly, the
legal process must bind all the citizens of
this country equally. The consequences
of our behaviour needs to be uniform.

Secondly, corruption in terms of money.
The money allocated to the different
budgets of education, national security,
roads, sports, etc, etc. These vast funds
must be handled with honesty and
transparency.

Corruption is a huge demotivator. The
common citizen feels “If he could get
away with it, then so could " "Why
should | work so hard, if he or she got so
much money just because of knowing
the right people?"

What is the Jewish message in all of this?
The idea of accountability is, in fact, what
defines an adult. An adult is called Bar or
Bat Mitzvah because they become

o©



responsible and accountable for their
behaviour. By contrast, a child is not held
responsible for his or her activities.

Corruption in terms of money is major.
On Rosh Hashana we read (Tehillim 24)
“Who will ascend the mountain of
Hashem?” Who is the one who merits to
come close to Hashem? The one who
Davens with fervour and intensity? The
one who puts on Tefillin every day? The
one who gives lots of Charity? The one
who learns lots of Torah? The verse
continues: those with clean (innocent)
hands; those who have not stolen
money!ll

This idea that innocence in terms of
money precedes other acts of devotion,
is also expressed in Parshat Teruma,
which deals with building the Mishkan, is
preceded by the Parsha of Mishpatim
which deals issues of rightful ownership
of money.

We also need to realize that we Jews are
the ones that the rest of society looks up
to, especially in these areas. Our
behaviour in matters of accountability
and financial integrity, filters and
reverberates throughout society.

Back to the vote. | pray that the winning
party builds a safe and secure country for
all South Africans. That the new
leadership it is able to realize the rich
potential which South Africa has to offer,
so that we will all be even better off.

Laia and the family join me in wishing
you all a Ketivah va' cha'timah Tova,
Leshana Tova Umetuka

ENSafrica | in Africa | for Africa

ENSafrica.com .—_MS AFRICA-



Dear Friends

A few weeks ago Johannesburg was
privileged to host Mrs Rachel Fraenkel - the
heroic mother of one of "the three
kidnapped boys'. Here is one of the
thoughts she shared with us:

She said that she is reqularly asked how
she continues; how she is not consumed
with grief.

Rachel explains that sadness and grief are
feelings. "One can grieve, but one does not
have to become the griefl"

She goes on to describe how each one of
us has a landscape within us, a
multifaceted work of art: There are dark,
painful parts. And there are bright, brilliant
scenes. However,if one were to take black
paint and smear it all over the entire
multicoloured canvas of our lives, it would
be both silly and ungrateful!

As hurtful as the tzores are, to allow them
to overshadow all the positivity and joy of
the blessings in our lives is shortsighted

and unappreciative.

How courageously powerful from 4
mother with a broken heart!

shlomo Harnelech - King Solomon o,
tells us, 'There'sa time for everything
under the sun..a time tolaugh and a time

to Cry...

This same King Shlomo once
commissioned a jeweller to make him a
ring. He asked him to engrave it with an
acronym of a Gimmel, a Zayin and a Yud.
Thus, he declared, whenever he would
look at his ring he would remember that
'Gum Ze Ya'avor" -'This too shall pass”. At
times when things are going really well
and he's flying with fame and fortune... he
will remember that "This too shall pass'.
And when times are tough and
troublesome..."This too shall pass.”

After hearing Rachel Fraenkel's analogy of
the inner landscape within us, this story
has new meaning. Not only will the
situation pass, but when engulfed in the
thick darkness of a trial, | have the ability 1
shift my gaze to a different site. How
powerful itis to know and feel that any
particular scene, no matter how harsh it
might be, can and will pass. | can choose

-






