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Keeping it Logether
Chief  Rabbi  Warren

Goldstein

The Gaza War revealed
something that we all
knew instinctively: no
matter where you live
in the world, every Jew
is part of ‘Am Yisrael —
the Jewish People. As
the crisis unfolded in
Israel, and as protests
and anti-lsrael rhetoric

erupted in capitals
around the world, often
accompanied by

dramatic increases in
anti-Semitic  acts  and
hate speech Jewish
communities N every
~_untry were  brought
onto the  frontlines
Throughout the globe,
and here in  South
Africa, Jews responded
with ralies of support,
prayer gatherings and
intistives ~ to  help
contribute to improving
the situation in Israel.
Together we have felt
the awesome power
that emerges from
Jewish unity.

Unity is precious. It Is
about belonging. Our
Torsh teaches us that
we do not merely exist
in this world as lone
individuals, but that we
are part of something
greater.  We are bormn
into families, and our

families into a

community,  which, in
turn, forms part of the
global Jewish People,
which is rooted in the
community of
generations of Jews
qgoing back almost four
thousand  years to
Avraham, Yitzchak and
Yaakov.  This effords
us a privilege that so
many people in the
modern world long for
— a sense of belonging.
We live in a world of
increasing

fragmentation, in which
the bonds that bind

people to each other —

marriage, family,
community  —  are
gradually being

dislocated. This is a
great  tragedy  for
human civilisation
because these bonds
are, to a large extent,
what make us human.

The Torah says, "Il is
not good for man to
be alone” There is a
very deep need for
human  beings  to
connect  with  each

other. The explosion in
popularity ~ of  socidl
media  reflects  this,
Although social media
only actually fulfils this
need at a very
superficial  level, it
nevertheless  reflects
the deep craving that
each one of us has to
connect to others. Our
Torah is G-d's wisdom
and direction for how
to truly connect in all
our relationships, of
which there are three
primary categories: our
relationship with
Hashem, with  other
people  and  with
ourselves. The Mitzvos
quide us in nurturing
and strengthening
these connections in
the best possible way.

Rosh  HaShana/Yom
Kippur is a time when
we seek to reconnect
with Hashem, with the
people around us and
with ourselves.
Significantly, we do so
as part  of ou
community, relying on
the power of unity. For
when we come before
G-d in judgment at the
end of an old year and
on the cusp of a new
one, we do so not just
on our own merit, but
on the mert of the
community. That is why
when we come to
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pray, rather than doing
it alone, we gather
together  in  shul
harnessing the power
of unity to transform
and uplft us al
Together, we are so
much more than when
we are separate. When
we come together in a
spirit of unity, as the
Talmud says as “one
person with one heart’,
we  can  achieve
greatness.

Last year, through the
power of unity, through
the power of “one
person with one heart",
we, the South African

Jewish community
captured the
imagination ~ of  the

world with our Shabbos
project.  Word  spread
around the globe of the
awesome  experience
that took place right
here as the vast
majority of  ou
community participated
in and were inspired by
it. Jewish communities
around the globe were
inspired by the unique
qualities of our special
South African
community. Our  unity,
our appreciation  for
Jewish values and way
of lfe. and our
proactive creative

embrace  of Judaism
made the Shabbos

project experience
inspiring for us - and
now we have inspired
others. And so, this
year's Shabbos Project,
which wil take place,
please G-d, on 24/25
October, Parshat
Noach, is going to be
one for the entire
world. More than 1000
partner groups in 170
cities in 30 countries
have come forward to
bring  the  Shabbos
Project to their
communities. More are
signing up every day
and our very own
South African Shabbos
Project team is helping
to quide all of these
global efforts in cities
such as Jerusalem, Tel
Aviv, Haifa, Buenos
Aires,  Sao  Paulo,
Mexico City, Melbourne,
Vienna, Berlin, London,
Toronto, New  York,
Baltimore, Miami, Detroit,
Paris and even Tokyo.

The Shabbos Project is
about "keeping
it together” -
reconnecting

with ourselves,
our  families,

and our
community,

The idea ©f
"keeping it

together"  has
taken on @
revolutionary

new meaning. This year
we wil be *keeping it
together’, — with  our
felow South  African
Jews, and with Jews
across the world. This
year, we have the
opportunity to unleash
the power and energy
of Jewish unity on an
unprecedented scale.

Let us all join hands
again, 'like one person
with one heart” to lead
the world in keeping
one Shabbos together.
In this merit may
Hashem inscribe  and
seal all of the wonderful
members of the

Victory Park Hebrew
Congregation, and,
indeed all of us, with a
ood and sweet year
filled with blessing.
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From the Rabbi

This past year will be
remembered as  the
year of ‘"Operation
Protective Edge’. The
decisive actions of the
DF in dealing with the
hundreds of rockets
launched  from  Gaza
against  lsrael  the
discovery of the deep
network of  tunnels
running from Gaza into
the heart of Israel and
the -dismanting  of
those  tunnels  of
destruction.

As we stand this Rosh
Hashana in the security
of our Shul and homes,
we recal with &
shudder the evil plot
that our enemies had
planned for this Rosh
Hashana in terms of
multiple  simultaneous
attacks in Israel by use
of those tunnels. The
words Of o1 7N will
take on extra
significance and
relevance  this  year.
“Who by the sword and
who by a wild beast?"

will we and our children
credit the Iron dome for
the SUCCess of
Operation  Protective
Edge or will we praise
and thank Hashem for
the multiple miracles
that He showered upon

our people during this
time”?

| believe that one of
the pitfalls after the
success of the six day
war was the slogen.
Yisrael betach bTzahal -
israel place your faith in
Tzahal It is
precisely this  kind  of
attitude, folowing

success that our Torah

- warns Us against.” AS

your heart becomes
arrogant  you  might
forget  Hashem'., And
you wil say in your
heart 'my own ability
and the strength of my
hand has accumulated
this  wealth for me’
(Devarim 817)

Let me share with you
some of the many
miracles  that  were
recorded  during  this
operation:

~ Over 2500 missiles
fired into Israel by highly
trained experts and not
one  person  kiled

Hamas itself admits that
their G-d won't let
harm them

The tunnels  were
discovered just  two
months before Hamas
planned to use them tq
murder  thousands o
Jews on RO
Hashanah.

Resides the ‘success .
the  operation, &

perthaps one of fthe
«miraclesr of the
operation,  was the
tremendous  display of
unity and  solidarity
withn ~ the  Jewish
community.  Thousands
of food  parcels,
clothing and underwear,
soaps and deodorants
and heartwarming
letters of
encouragement  were
sent to the soldiers on
the front.

The solidarity rally at
our local Hudde Park
far exceeded
expectations. | fet
proud and emotional ¢t
the same time to be
part of such a nation.

Sadly Operatic
Protective edge drew
its wake much criticisn
and unmasked
vehement antt
Semitism. It reinfOlCeLJ
to us our need
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hey recognise that our

strength  lies in our

LT gtJ

we pray that this year
sees the people of
lsrael safe and secure
and that Jews the
world over should be
able to carry their
s up high with

,I(’i](
strong Jewish pride

Laia, and our kids join
ing you all A

me in wis
|<(_—\(|v¢)| ), va-Chatima

Tova L ()‘w]]dl]() [ova
um-tukal

From Our Ward
Qoungmor

enter the 4th year
of my term of office, |
hope that | <an

ntinue  to  work
towards creating and

‘U «]H(I

el f\x; \,3 Sa
thy environment N
}

\ n we lIvVe.

metimes r(f‘(ﬂl”, !ll/\e

n uphil battle to do
this in  Johannesburg,
but we are making

and are

managing to hold the
city accountable to its

residents.

117, Joburg
083 619 2419

ttruluck@gmail.com

councillor  (DA), Ward




| Bseatine

lr\n—-.l..'

From the Rebbetzin

Dear Friends

s surreal to be writing
this letter. It feels like it
was the other day that
| did the Rosh Hashana
letter for the magazine.
And yet, it feels like @
lfetime ago! SO much
water under the bridge
since  them;  mgor
change i countless
areas - globally; locally
shul school; additions;
losses:  relationships...
And hopsefully in me
too — in My wisdom;
perception and thus my
thought; speech and
action. For that would
mean that Ive truly
ived another year, TG,
and been blessed to
use it to grow Td!

A couple of weeks 8g0 '

HaShem put me into
pre-Rosh Hashana

introspective mode.
You see | was given
the gift of being in Shul
to Daven with our

selwyn Segal Guests.

Mark's Davening (which
we will miss) had an
extra spark as
reflected  his close
relationship ~ with — our
quests.  And then
Hashem gave me a “life
chock”. As | covered
my eyes to say the
Shema, | was hit in my

the raw
prayers of our quests.

carried  on

Every one of Us Was
saying the shma to the
best of our ability Fach
voice a unique Y. Yet
we were all sayng the
same words together.
ndividually we  testified
to Gds  Oneness,
proclaiming our identity
as a Jew. And uyet, |
was jealous. My prayers
paled in comparison. |,
who have been sO
blessed with my  ful
physical faculties, kain
ayn hora, am too

‘complicated and

cluttered. Here were the
simple cries of pure
Neshomas — complete
in their unsophisticated
wholeness, It was like
listening to a primordial

cry.

And that  gol me
thinking...

Firslly- what  an

equaliser! And yet, what
a humbler! (f there is
such a word)

when push comes tqo
shove this is whom we
all are — Yidden! were
all HaShem's creations
and we, Jews, have the
privilege of being “Bni

Bchori Yisroel" — "My
son, my firstborn,
Yisroel'.

f only we could str,
away al the externc'
and be true to oo
cores. Life would be <2
much simpler; far easier
and naturally clearer.

These people don't get
caught up in al the
complications of
human calculations; of
eqo, they are just true
unto themselves- unto
their souls!

Their prayers cataput
to the Divine Throne
whilst  mine  stumble
along, caught up in the
‘could haves, would
haves, should haves”. In
the complicated
ntentions and all the
“understanding”
(conclusions?)
simply limit me. Oh, t©
get it so right!

Another thought- With
each of us there 15
‘Chalek  Elokah Mima<

which

Mamash’, an * actua
spark of G-d" .| recal
learning  that if V¢

this
N

would focus on
Lact then there wou
e no room for ill-

mn{/nuf’don’ ;
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Diamond Necklaces Bracelets
& Pendants & Earrings
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RONALD BOBROFF &
PARTNERS INC.

The Medical Malpractice &
Personal Injury Claim Attorneys
since 1974

www.bobroff.co.za
011880 6781
011 252 2819
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