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Message from the Chairman

Friends, we ore privileged o celebrate the 40" anniversary of the Victory Park & Districts Hebrew Congregation. -
From our humble beginningsin the foyer of the Primary school hallin 1967 to our full fledged shul todu.y, On thisimportant date we look
back and pay tribute o those individuals who had the foresight and determination to build the community.

The Victory Park community hos always played a vital role in upholding the Jewish community in the North West of Johannesburg. The
North West has always been the small community within the greater Johannesburg community and together with our “sister” shuls we
have continued to foster and grow Yiddishkei in this part of Johannesburg. As with all other communities in South Africa we have been
hit with emigration and older members moving from the shul. At this point we should pause and remember those members of the
community who have passed away but played a vital role in establishing our community.

We must endeavour to attract new young members to ensure that our community will continue to flourish well into the future. To this
extent | appeal o the men to assist us in keeping the daily minyonim going. The daily minyan is the corner stone of a shul and we must
ensure we are able to have a minyan three times a day.

We have always had a solid and meaningful relationship with the South African Jewish Board of Education and the King David Vidory
Park school campus. Our Rabbis, both current and past, have always been welcome in the schools and over the years we have seen many
successful Bar and Bat Mitzvah ceremonies take place in the shul. To the current and past school principals we thank you for the ongoing
support and look forward to many more fruitful years together.

Our community hos always been a member of the Union of Synagogues and some of our past committee members have served on this
important body. We are pleased that tonight we have the Chief Rabbi with us as we celebrate this special anniversary.

Im eshlacheich et yerushalim fiskack yiminie (if I forget you Jerusalem let my right hand forget its cunning). This famous verse | believe
reflects the belief that Israel is central to the well being of every Jewish person and every Jewish community. Tonight s we celebrate this
special event let us all remember that the State of Israel is celebrating its 60" anniversary and we as a community salute the State of
Israel. We wish Israel and all her citizens a safe and prosperous future.

| believe that a true reflection of a community can be seen by the people that have grown from within. For a small shul like Victory Park to
have produced over 10 Rabbonim is no small feat and we can all be proud of this. We are very much a community shul with almost all of
our regular adtivities taking the form of family affairs. It is pleasing to see how our regular Yom Tov dinners have grown in number over
the past few years.

Rabbi and Rebbetzin Uzvolk have recently moved into the area and we welcome them with open arms. The Rabbi has put together many
interesting shiurim and we look forward to more and more members and visitors joining us ot these shiurim.

Tonight has taken many nights of planning and days of committed effort. On behalf of the whole community | wish to thank all of those
who worked so hard in putting this wonderful evening together. Alan Lewis, Mel Stamelman, Joshua Lewis, Andy Koton and Leigh
Wainer. To all our members, past and present and especially to those of you who were able to join us tonight, many thanks for making
tonight so special. To all our wonderful sponsors who gave so graciously, we greatly appreciate your contribution to making tonight the
success it is. To all the members of the community who support the shul in so many different ways we thank you. It is o great pleasure to
see the amazing outcome that has been achieved. | wish you all avery pleasant evening that hopefully will create many more memories.

—
‘ \ This celebration tonight is the culmination of 40 proud years of history.
A~ ; As we celebrate our past, we rejoice in the prospect of our
(HEBREW o future as a renewed and growing community.

3

Jeffrey R Sher
Chairman - Victory Park and Districts Hebrew Congregation
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from the Rabbi’s desk...

o A0 yearsis
It's a milestone for which | Stong,
take credit. I compliment ang brai ca”ﬂot
and Rebbetzin Baumgarten for haVinlse Rabp,
and led the Victory park CO% ser
to this point. A community ag str
ours does not evg|yve 0Veron

It takes nurturing, sacrifice andﬂéght.
dra

Laia and I are privileged to be taking over the mantle of leadership at this
milestone. We're not the first community to pass over leadership after 4¢

i e
( Does the name Moses ring a bell ? ). Years,

Joshua assumed leadership of the Jews after Moses' 40 years. He took the Jey
into the Promised land. With him began a new era. Now the Jews ”EEdedqto S
learn to function as a natural, worldly nation. No more manna, nor clouds of

glory.

40 represents a NEW era. It's a time of maturity. No more thirty something,
So, what is maturity? To me it implies being settled, having a clarity of vision,
There is no longer a need to rebel and there is responsible behaviour.

The mishna in Avot ch 5 teaches us that at 40 a level of understanding is

reached.

The message with which Hashem blessed Joshua was as follows:”Chazak ve
Ematz” - Be strong and brave, to guard and fulfill the torah which Moshe my
servant commanded you. Do not deviate from it to the
right or the left in order that you will succeed in all
that you do. This torah may not depart from you by
day or by night and you shall utter it by day and

by night so that you might succeed in all that you do.”
(Yehoshua 1).

May the significance of 40 carry us forward

into 2 new era. May it, as with Joshua, carry us
into Israel, with the Torah at the centre of our
lives so that we succeed in whatever we do
both individually and collectively,

To the Victory Park community and to the South
African community at large, from Laia and myself,
"Chizku Ve-imtzu” - be strong and brave and

may we succeed in our future endeavours together.

Rabbi A Uzvolk
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Mazeltov to the vic
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community. May our comm
to grow from strength to strend

many years to come.
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The Victory Park Shul was completed in June
1977 and rr?wy son Colin had the first .Ba(mltzyar;
there. | had to really move them to ﬁmsh itin tlmt

and we had it on the 18th June without carpets
but just about completed..so maybe that is

wing about.

I\’-I‘I(z;\r/t;1 kanczwongerful celebration. We the whole
Sacks family from Victory Park live in Melbourne.

lots of luck

Barbara Sacks

The first Rabbi of the shul was Phillip Heilbron.
He was both rav & chazan with a beautiful

voice. The kids adored him and really enjoyed
Shabbat mornings.

When we were still in the School Hall, our
Dalmatian "Jingles" was a regular shul
attendee, however as soon as the Rabbi began

his sermon, he used to let gyt
tosleep.

i

Tl

=

|
.
&

I'm sure Rona Bloom can tel| you lo
e.g. Harry, who had an incredib|
humour, started a rumour that he W
Mikva on the stand next to their ho
now the Strimling's house). The Mikva woy|d be
where the Nathans are in Lynton Lane. The Whole
community was abuzz discussing it, and he Was
laughing at everyone.

tS of stories
€ Sense of
as building 3
use (which is

When we moved in to the area, some of

the shy|
committee came to ask us to be members of the
shul. Tony opened the door and said You don't

want me you want my wife.

A few weeks later Leon Nafte was collecting for
the IUA, and on the card was written, not Jewish
but a donor.

In order to get a seat at shul, one had to be 3
foundation member. When Harry Bloom & Ivan
Cohen came to see us, Tony had to agree to us
becoming a foundation member. A few years later,
I wanted a seat for Jodi, I had to make her a
foundation member too. Are there lists of the

original foundation members, and the
subsequent ones stil| around?

Marcia Parness
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The Lissoos family moved into Victory
Park 37 years ago. We chose this suburb
because of the Jewish day school presence
and a Shul congregation.

Initially shul services were held in the
Primary school hall - women on the left of
the hall and men on the right with a
substantial aisle between.

Discussions at Shul committee meetings
always centered on the building of a shul.
If one goes to the minutes of these
meetings there was always this
discussion. Eventually Collie Wainer, a
more than well known property landlord,
took the bull by the horns and got things
going in the building of our present shul.
He was ably assisted in fund raising by
Harry Bloom, Monty Kobrin, David
Serebro and Seymour Chertkow.

Eventually enough money was raised.
Negotiations with the South African
Jewish Board of Education allowed us to
build our Shul on the King David High
School property.

The school was to use the Shul for daily
prayers.

The Shul Rabbi, if and when appointed,
was to be involved on the school campus,
Ivan Ziskind, who had just designed the
Yeshiva College shul was appointed
architect. We got our new shul!l!

Ruth Gimpel (now Lazarus) headed the
Ladies committee and with her usual skill
was responsible for the delicious catering

of all the shul functions.
Rael, our son, was one of the first boys to

have his barmitzvah at the shul. He was
also one of the first to conduct the Friday
night service and to read the whole sedra

-i.e. Layening all the aliyahs.

After much controversy, good sense
finally prevailed and the King David
schoolgirls started having their
Batmitzvahs at the shul. Dolly Levin
scripted and trained the girls for what was
always a moving and impressive
ceremony. Rabbi Baumgarten's address
to the girls was always inspiring.

Three of the Lissoos gqirls had their
batmitzvahs here. (On one occasion our
shul was not big enough and the
batmitvahs were held in the Emmarentia
Shul. Thus Phili Lissoos had her
batmitzvah in Emmarentia.

The Victory Park Hebrew congregation has
been the central focus of religious
activities in this area and of communal
life. The shul has played a very important
partinourlives

Please God the shul will

continue to go from
strength to strength

Irv Lissoos

e — -
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Victory Park deserves to be royally saluted on
its 40" anniversary.

They have been trailblazers and helped put t‘he
Johannesburg Jewish community on a pedestal with
their chesed extraordinaire.

For the last 18 years the Victory Park community has
hosted the Residents of the Selwyn Segal annually
for a Shabbaton. The community not only opened
their hearts and homes to these precious people,

but they have developed special relationships that
have exceeded all bounds and expectations,

When the history of the Johannesburg Jewish
community will one day be written, the Victory Park
community will deserve to rank uniguely at the top
for their commitment and leadership in leading the
way in showing the road for communities to
overcome preconceived prejudices, This can best
be described as the “Victory of Victory Park.”

On a lighter note, one anecdote tha

involved Ari Klein on one of our visitz‘. iggﬁfj" Ming
of the residents, Brent Sloman, who g on
sing "Anim Zmirot” not to scream, and
to himself, Ari Klein said, “who am I to
scream.”

Was going ¢,
0
then SDEakjn

There are many other incidents that have |
indelible impressions, but none more sq than tiﬁ
hospitality, friendliness and chaveshaft that ha :
been the hallmarks of every visit. The residenvt‘3
lovingly remember the great times that have beeS
had, particularly playing leggy with Herby Lang ar:
the Delta.

May the Victory Park community continue to grow
spiritually, morally and ethically and may the entjre
congregation be blessed to reap the rewards that
they so richly deserve.

All the residents of the Selwyn Segal join me in
wishing you every success on the occasion of your
40" anniversary celebrations and may the
congregation go from strength to strength.

Lionel Stein — Convenor of the Selwyn Segal
Brocha and Shabbaton Programme and past
Chairman of the Yeshiva College Hebrew
Congregation.
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The RGS Group are suppliers of RGS Wildlife puzzles
Educa puzzles, Melissa & Doug wooden toys and |
the Smart play wooden educational range.

Look out for our products at all leading stores
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The silence here is such as you only hear in the
deep country-side, birds chirping, frogs leaping in
the water, buck and the like sipping gently at the
waterhole. Random sightings of lion, elephants
and many other of the beasts of creation.

Much like that January day in 1966 when we moved
into our newly completed house in Victory Park. A
wooded setting, few houses, but teeming with the
atmosphere of things to come.

Next door, a celebration in progress marking the
arrival of a new baby, representing the spirit of a
young suburb, vital and energetic, bound to grow
to maturity.

Of course, Victory Park could not remain pastoral
and undeveloped with sand roads, cows grazing in
the fields and trees everywhere. Houses were
being built all over and in the nature of things
Jewish, the time came to make provision for this
new suburb's spiritual development.

A small group of the early residents, including Dave
Serebro, Seymour Chertkow, Erwin Chernin,
Harold Smith, Arnie Valkin, Des Novick and yours
truly, set about the task of starting a Shul.

(ST

Sadly, most of those involyed are no longer
members of the Shul and eyen more sadly, some
have passed on, However, we should all remember
them with appreciation for their efforts,

We canvassed the residents and

newcomers to the suburb. DeVEIOp:npepr:sg;:hed all
was such that there was a constant influx Ouseg
residents. Many belonged to other ang estagr- New
Shuls and we had to show that we coyq Isheq
expectations. Meet

Eventually, in 1967, we commenced Fr
services in the foyer of, and subsequently i, |

the Primary School Hall. We had beggedsde,
borrowed Sifreh Torahs, had an Oren Kodesh i
used the schools’ chairs in rows facing each oiﬁ'e’
for the men and the ladies and we were sl
business”. In

iday Night

Friday night services were initially conducted ,
various members who, although not traineq
able to do so. In order to grow and increas
offering as a community shul, we had to increase
the services to include Shabbat morning ang
festival services and everything that went alon
with that. We soon employed trained and skilled
persons to lead the services and to attend tq the
spiritual needs of the congregants. we had
successes and failures amongst these. I think of
Philip Heilbron who was an outstanding Chazan
and, on the other side of the coin, a certain persgn
employed part time for Friday night and Shabbaé
services only, who was a huge disappointment,

were
€ our

All the while we were using the Primary School Ha||
for services, having to set up and take down each
week and Yomtov. The Committee, comprising
mainly the original founding group plus a number of
notable, hard working and enthusiastic people
were well aware that we could not continue in
temporary premises and began moves to secure a
permanent home for the Congregation.

It made sense to remain within the campus of the
King David Schools. The High School was still very
much in a growth phase. A bequest from the
Hurwitz Family, endowing a hall for the High School
served as a catalyst to combine the development of
a new school hall with a synagogue, where some
synergy of facilities could be enjoyed. A proper
Shul would also create a venue for the daily
morning services attended by the pupils.

A serious fund raising campaign was undertaken
and various people, then on the Committee worked
extremely hard to raise the funds necessary to get
going.. Amongst these, the late Harry Bloom, was a
tireless worker.

What had to be done, was done. The Shul was
built, clergy were appointed and this spanking new
facility was opened by the then Chief Rabbi, Rabbi
Bernard Casper, amid celebrations and great joy on

OReR
7 August 1977, Ve g,

Alf Abrahamson ! E . §







